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Decision No: (CAB 18/19 21846)

DECISION-MAKER: CABINET

PORTFOLIO AREA: COMMUNITY WELLBEING

SUBJECT: MODERN SLAVERY CHARTER

AUTHOR: PAUL PASKINS, KATIE RENOUARD

THE DECISION

(i) To adopt the Co-operative Party’s Charter Against Modern Slavery. The 
charter will be known as ‘Southampton City Council’s Charter Against Modern 
Slavery’. 

(ii) To delegate authority to the Service Director – Digital and Business 
Operations, following consultation with the Cabinet Member for Community 
Wellbeing and the Cabinet Member for Finance and Customer Experience, to 
develop a plan for implementing the Charter Against Modern Slavery. 

(iii) To delegate authority to the Service Director – Digital and Business 
Operations to report on the progress of implementation of the Charter Against 
Modern Slavery in 12 months’ time following the return of the Procurement 
Service to council control.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1. The term ‘Modern Slavery’ captures a whole range of types of exploitation, 
many of which occur together. These include but are not limited to:

•Sexual exploitation;
•Domestic servitude;
•Forced labour;
•Criminal exploitation;
•Other forms of exploitation include organ removal, forced begging, 
forced benefit fraud, forced marriage and illegal adoption.

2. Modern Slavery occurs when traffickers and slave masters use whatever 
means they have at their disposal to coerce, deceive and force individuals into 
a life of abuse, servitude and/or inhumane treatment.

3. The Charter Against Modern Slavery will ensure that the Council takes all 
reasonable steps to prevent its contractors and suppliers from undertaking 
practices which directly or indirectly support modern slavery through a firm and 
unequivocal commitment to the ten elements of the Charter. 

4. The Charter will also ensure that the Council’s procurement and contract 
management processes prevent the Council contracting with any 



organisations which have a link to, or involvement in, Modern Slavery.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

Not to adopt the Charter Against Modern Slavery.

To adopt some clauses from the Charter Against Modern Slavery or create a 
separate charter.

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

None. 

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

None.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD
We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the 
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England) 
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision.

Date: 18th December, 
2018

Decision Maker:
The Cabinet

Proper Officer:
Claire Heather

SCRUTINY
Note: This decision will come in to force at the expiry of 5 working days from the date 
of publication subject to any review under the Council’s Scrutiny “Call-In” provisions.

Call-In Period expires on  

Date of Call-in (if applicable) (this suspends implementation)



Call-in Procedure completed (if applicable)

Call-in heard by (if applicable)

Results of Call-in (if applicable)


